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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

According enjoy an unalloyed, an compromising and

unfettered priority in Nigeria.  If there is any misgiving about this assertion, it is not with accounting education.


It is the danger that beneficiaries will regard accounting education as a panaceas for all their problems.  Where expectation become unfulfilled due to bad planning, then frustration and discontent will set in an accounting professional which had begun a lode star, might and up as a mirage this is one way of starting the oblivious fact that disillusionment can set in through bad planning and negligence.


Non the less arts oriented subjects can survive even with in the context of bad planning but social science taught in a similar situation will create an unfathomable discontentment.

Accounting has been defined as a system of principles and techniques, which permits the recordings, analysis, interpretation and communication of financial information as an aid to managerial decision making.


The recording phase of accounting is commonly called book-keeping the analysis, classification and systematic recording of the inter pretative phase is called accounting the professional aspect of accounting practice.

A study of business accounting is therefore concerned with the process of measurement and communication both of business income and the financial position of an entry.

Accounting is a subject that is offered in Nigeria secondary schools, polytechnics and universities; accounting subjects includes: management accounting, financial accounting, cost accounting, public sector, accounting taxation and auditing.


The bedrock of accounting is an understanding of the underlying principles ad application of the techniques and skills necessary for their application unlike the natural science, accounting is not based on fundamental laws or absolute percepts.

Rather accounting principles are generalization which have evolved over many years through trial and error and which accounting practice can be evaluated.

This is their widest definition accounting principles uncooperative postulates rules, conventions, practices and procedures which have been adopted as a general guide to action by the accounting profession is therefore essentially an attempt to inculcated these, basic fundamental principles and the acquisition of skills ad the techniques in the application of these principles the professed aim of accounting studies is to provide the student with the knowledge and skills required not only for the business word but also for other social situations.  As it teaches ethnical behaviour in personal and business affairs, such as behaviour include punctuality, honestly, hard work and sanctity of human life etc.


Accounting is logically reasoning in the form of board principle that are capable of providing a frame of reference by which accounting practice can be evaluated and realization of these objectives can only be attested through the qualification of the teacher and his experience or by way of impacting knowledge skill, it must train the student to be adopted, it must extend the horizon of his interest and must also develop his personality of which some of the aims designed to be achieved.


Not withstanding the importance of this subject in our everyday life, we still fund from available statistics that a large percentages of the present day student population in various school, have little or not interest in accounting subject.

This is more evidence from the mass failure recorded in costing accounting and financial last year in Enugu State University of Science and Technology (ESUT).


However, the aim of this project therefore is to reveal the causes of student poor performance in accounting subjects in Enugu State University of Science and Technology (ESUT) and appropriate to the causes.

1.1
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS


No one method can be considered to teaching of accounting subjects, perhaps the blending or combination of methods might help the effectiveness of teaching in classroom. But what immediately comes to mind is the fact that the techniques or methods taught in the classroom have only a limited application in the business proactive, accounting, business administration and management where the absence of instructional gadgets such as microphone, Dictaphone, mine computers, calculators, etc. have greatly hampered the progress made by the teachers regarding the skilled aspect of the subject.


The following question are what are the causes of students poor performance in accounting subjects? What are the importance of teaching accounting studies in polytechnic and universities?

1.2 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study is to identify it cause of students

poor performance in accounting studies at Enugu Sate University of Science and Technology (ESUT) and also suggest possible solution to improve its teaching.


There is need, therefore to ascertain how capable our teachers are in performing this delicate task. One way of doing this establishing the correlation between teacher and test and on scandalized test which nature of its preparation, administration and scoring is deemed to have high validity and reliability.

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Finding from an authentic study of this nature are expected to

contribute immensely to our educational and vocational or personal policies the results with chance the theories and practice of educational especially in such areas as measurement and evaluation guidance and counseling.  Accounting studies is very important in man’s everyday life particularly in presenting and interpreting information used for formulating strategy, planning and controlling activities, decision, taking and optimizing the use of resources.  The needs for students to distinguish basic principles from rules of procedure so that accepting without question what are infant more practice will not dull their critical faculties that handed down over years.


All these have a practical as well as financial side to them:

Our daily activities are remotely connected with business such as financial management, bakery hotel management and instructional management and project evaluation.

All these have implications, professional like the cashiers, accountants secretaries cannot function without the knowledge of business and accounting them.

It is therefore imperative to study the causes of students poor performance in accounting studies in Enugu State University of Science and Technology Enugu.  Since they can help in correcting the negative attitude towards the subject and can also contribute its quota to the success of the students in our university.  Accounting studies also contributes to all around education of the child.  It improved competence in small and in understanding of the accounting progression and business world.

RESEARCH QUESTION


To find out the causes of students poor performance in accounting subjects at universities, the following question were formulated.

1. Does the academic qualifications of teacher affect the teaching of accounting studies in colleges universities and polytechnic?

2. does non-availability of in structural gadgets as a significant determinant on teachers teaching methods

3. does the allocation of  time affect the students ability to understanding and retain the topic taught

4. Do assignment when given to students help them to improve their learning ability and understand better, the topic taught?

5. Does the negative attitude of students towards the subject affect their ability to understand and retain the topic taught?

6. Does questions when asked by students help them to improve their learning ability and understand better, the topic taught?

1.4 STATEMENT OF HYPOTHEIS

The formulation of research hypothesis in research work

serve as a powerful bacon that light the path for the research work.

Therefore, the researcher applied Null and Alternatives

HYPOTHESIS in order to make a reasonable decisions.  The Null hypothesis which is always affirmations to the question is denoted by Ho while the Alternative hypothesis and is denoted by Hi as show below.

Ho:
Student’s performance in accounting subjects is very poor

Hi:
student’s performance in accounting subjects is not very poor

Ho:
Student’s poor performance in accounting subject is as a result of lack of infrastructural

Hi:
student’s poor performance in accounting subject is not as a result of lack of infrastructural 

Ho:
Student’s poor performance in accounting is as a result of lack of qualified lecturers.

Hi:
student poor performance in accounting is not as a result of lack of qualified lecturers.

1.5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This research work only covers the cause of students poor

performance in accounting subjects at university using Enugu State University of Science and Technology (ESUT) as a case study and proffer suggested solution to students poor performance in accounting subjects.

1.6 LIMITAITONS OF THE STUDY

Although this research was critically followed to bring about

an idea outcome, it cannot be without some limitations as one far from perfection in research work.


The resources available to the researcher are equally limited such include, finance materials and time schedule of course.  The financial status of the researcher gave a high degree of hindrance on the work.  This needed emphasis especially when one considers the near total financial collapse of the average Nigeria citizens.  Finally, it would be vital to point out that the demand of the work in rest four months duration of study may hinder the research to some degree.  Therefore, a more elongated period would be near on assumable proportion for easy going of work on this research.  Therefore, these limitations vis-à-vis the unmentioned ones limits a study of this nature.

1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS

The researcher topic has some key works, which call for

treatment before any thing else.

Accounting is the act of recording classifying and summarizing in a systematic manner and in terms of money.
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