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ABSTRACT
This study aims at highlighting the “Traditional Communication methods and their influence on rural dwellers”. The people of Nsit Ibom Local Government Area is chosen as a study. A survey research design was considered appropriate for the study. Using clustering sampling procedure for the collection of sample size of 400 from the population census 2006. The objective guide the study, were, (1) to determined the influence created by traditional communication methods of the people of Nsit Ibom L.G.A, (2) To determine how people relate with signs and symbols in the process of communication. The questionnaire was used to gather data. Simple percentages and respondents distribution tanes was used in the presentation of data analysis. It is believed that, at the end of the study using all the necessary procedures and techniques, the real influence of traditional communication method on rural dwellers shall be revealed. 





CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background of the study 
Irrespective of whatever form communication may takes, it is understood to be the basic human survival skill. And irrespective of the level of development in any community or society, the inhabitants of such environment must exchanges information to achieve social cohesion, economic, political progress and mental advancement. 
This is perfectly true, that, man cannot do without communication, and without communication that societies with advanced communication systems appear to be more economically prosperous. Good examples of these societies are countries like the United States of America (USA), Japan etc. This is to testify that the method of communication adopted by a given society has its special influence whether positive or negative on the users.
To support this fact, Inyang (2007) defines communication as a process which involves all acts of transmitting message to channels symbols, code or signs or behavior which are used to transmit these messages. 
This particular method of communication deals with traditional or indigenous media of communication in Africa. It is a multi-channel communication which is employed in most rural areas as well as rural-urban settings. It is a form of communication that deals extensively on the use of signs and symbols in sending and receiving (encoding and decoding) of information or otherwise means the application of signs and symbols in communication. It also entails a system or ways of putting across a thought to others and the effect becomes observable also by signs and symbols.
The importance of this communication method is commonly notice through its influence on the users, this may be dated back to centuries ago. The means by which signs and symbols were readily decode, actions and reactions commonly observed, special signs and symbols are used in so many ways, and even though the strangers living in this Local Government Area Nsit Ibom people are likely to understand every bit of information conveyed and by this, serious impact is created through gradual transformation of the people of Nsit Ibom. 
Traditional communication methods here have a wide range of functions which are attributable to their nature and usage within and outside Nsit Ibom. They can be classified as source, message and channel related. The source-related components are authoritative and credible, while the message related characteristics are transactional, integrative, non-alienating and definitive. The channel or media oriented characteristics are customary, low cost, time acceptable and popular. They are collectively receiver oriented and credible.
The people of Nsit Ibom Local Government Area have their traditional media which are normally employed in their day to day communication. These traditional media essential involve the context of the town crier to talk about the short story in a community. With these, the town crier beats the drum (ibid or abodom) that is wooden drum or metal gang (Nkwon) with or without saying anything, gets the people alert to be ready to gather in the town hall square for announcement.

Apart from the town crier, other things are normally used. Such things include young palm fronts (eyei). The young palm fronts (eyei), when displayed in a plot of land signifies an injunction placed on the land till the case is settled. A piece of palm fronts (eyei) can also be sent to someone from the office of the paramount ruler to signify some kinds of problems that need settlement.
Traditional dance such as “Ekpo masquerade” “Okut Ama cultural play” and a host of others within and outside Nsit Ibom Communicate. Freely with the use of drums which identify different dance styles ansteps. These traditional dances and plays have their own traditional signs and symbols which makes sense to only the members. They understand and react positively to the sounds of the drums.
Moreover, white native clay (Ndom) and black charcoal (Nkang) are not left out. They symbolize something and also pass a lot of message when used. White clay, when used, symbolizes happiness and festivity. Black charcoal symbolize mourning and sorrow. 

Children on their parts are not left out in the use of signs and symbols in their traditional communication. A child who is ready to fight would draw a line on the ground across a path or road inviting the opponent to cross the line. Some draw a circle on the ground inviting also the opponent to enter the circle if he or she is strong enough for the battle. They both understand the signs and symbols and consider their strength. A weak one does not cross the line or enter the circle for fear of being beaten by the stronger opponent.
Obviously the use of those signs and symbols as a means of traditional communication by the people of Nsit Ibom has influenced their mode of dressing and their mode of communication. 

1.2	Statement of the Problem
For the integrity of our traditional form of communication to be maintained, there is need for the popularization of its methods among rural dwellers and among those living in the cities. The importance of this traditional form of communication has to be understood they. By bringing it to light. However, events of the past decade have shown that many societies neither recognize this form of communication nor show positive feelings towards its methods. 
The advent of Christianity has tampered in a great way with the growth of the traditional method of communication. Some religious believes tend to look at certain signs and symbols of this form of media as demonic and idolatrous.
Modern forms of media is trying to push aside the traditional methods. It is for the reason that this research is being designed to address the research questions.

1.3	Objectives of the study
In any given research work, it is useful to understand the main objective of the study. To know or describe the main reasons why such research work is embarked on. Based on this particular research on the traditional communication methods and their influence on the rural dwellers of the people of NsitIbom Local Government Area, the objectives were. 

1. To determine the influence created by traditional methods of communication on the people of Nsit Ibom Local Government Area.
2. To determine how people relate with signs and symbols in the process of communication.
3. To determine the value of traditional methods of communication as compared to modern forms of communication.
4. To determine the frequency with which the rural dwellers, apply this form of communication.
5. To determine how traditional customs, norms, values and beliefs could be maintained through traditional form of communication.

1.4	Research Questions
1. What influence do traditional methods of communication have on the life of the rural dwellers?
2. How do the people of be precise with signs and symbols in the process of communication?

3. What are the values of traditional methods of communication as compare to modern forms of communication?
4. How often do rural dwellers apply this form of communication?
5. How could traditional customs, values and belief be maintained through traditional form of communication. 

1.5	Scope of the study
This research project centered on the traditional communication methods, and its influence on rural dwellers. It examined the attitudes of the people of Nsit Ibom towards traditional form of communication.
This study however sought to discuss the measures to be adopted to remedy the problems affecting the traditional form of communication.

1.6	Limitations of the study
In carrying out this study, the respondents were not able to read and /or understand some contents of the questionnaire, due to their poor literacy level. 
Some respondents misconstructs the purpose of the study. They felt that, the government wants to expose their educational deficiencies through the research, thereby becoming unwilling to supply need primary, data, which invariably affected the duration of the research. 
In order to eliminate this, commonly leaders were used to educate the youths and other respondents on the purpose of the research before the primary data gathering exercise. Financial constraints also limited to the area of coverage of this project.

1.7	Significance of the study
The rural dwellers, mostly the people of NsitIbom Local Government Area having things to do in relation to this research work will find it to be of utmost importance therefore, the following are significance of the study:
1. The project will promote the importance of signs and symbols used in communication and how the people understand them.
2. It will expose the gradual development process that takes place in our rural communities.
3. It will also expose the way information were disseminated before the advent of modern means of communication. 
4. It will expose the advantages and disadvantages of traditional media.
5. This project will also serve as a reference point for further studies and research on related topics. 

1.8	Definition of Terms
Audience: This refers to a particular group of people watching, reading or listening to information at the same time.
Communication: This is the process of impacting information from one person or group of person to another in such a way that they clearly understand themselves to effect a change or reaction.
Dissemination: Spreading of information, knowledge to reach out to many people. 
Influence: To have an immediate and strong effect on something or somebody. 

Message: This is the intended ideas, feelings or knowledge sent across to the receiver
Rural Dwellers: These are people living in an area community or country side yet to be urbanized or developed into a city or town.
Signs: This is something that points to something else other than itself. It could also be described as an action or gesture used in conveying message. 
Symbols: Persons, objects or events, material and non-materials things that represent a more general quality or situation. 
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