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                         ABSTRACT 
 The study was conducted in Imo State to determine the effect of youth unemployment on rural crime. The study elucidates on the nature of youth unemployment and rural crime perpetrated by youth. It analyses the factors contributing to youth unemployment and seek to proffer solution on the negative impact it has on the level of rural crime in imo state. In carrying out this study survey research design was used. The research designed and administered questionnaires to 50 respondents to obtain data used for the analysis of the study. A simple random technique was applied to determine the sample study .The researcher applied a causal analysis involving the use of Tables, bar chart, and the simple percentage method of analysis to determine the hypothesis. The result of the study shows that the level of youth unemployment in imo state was high, and that the level of  rural crime in imo state was high while the  effect of youth unemployment on rural crime was also found to high. The study therefore recommends as a matter of policy for the government to articulate policies and programs to eradicate the menace in imo state and in Nigeria in general. 

                                       
CHAPTER   ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1    BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM
The issue of unemployment among the youth and the increasing level of rural crime have attracted great attention in recent times with a view to proffering solution to the menace. According to Balogun (2010:82), he opined that of Nigerian’s 150 million population 40 million are unemployed. As 45% of the population is between the ages of 15 to 40 years this means unemployment mainly affect the youth. The Nigeria ruling class is incapable of solving this problem, only the working class can take on the task of eradicating youth unemployment and rural crime .Balogun   (2010), argued that it is estimated that over 3 trillion naira has been spent since 2003 just to combat youth unemployment and rural crime. The question is where has this money gone and why does the menace still persist  to  solve  the problem, the government buy a few thousand pepper grinding machines or five thousand bikes and distributes these to  hungry youths numbering millions. These methods gives rise to massive corruption and provide room for political patronage. This methods also has been used for close to 10 years now and what has it been able to achieve or deliver?.With the extent of human and national resources Nigeria possesses, she ought not to know any poverty, let alone this extent of youth unemployment and rural crime. According to Chigunta (2002:89) these large-scale unemployment among youths is encouraging the development of street youths in Nigeria. the street youths, denied of legitimate means of livelihood, grow up in a culture that  encourages criminal behavior in rural and urban areas where they engages in various activities such as petty trading, casual work, stealing, pick pocketing prostitution, touting  and other illegal activities. In Imo State the level of youth unemployment and its growing negative impact on rural crimes has become an issue of great concern to the government. The study seeks to offer an appraisal of the problem of youth unemployment on rural crime. 

 
1.2    STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Nigeria’s population is said to have reached about 167 million people in 2012 (National Bureau of Statistics). The National Population Commission (NPoC, 2013) states about half of the population is made up of youth, defined as individuals between 15 and 34 years of age. Unfortunately, as the youth population grows, so does the unemployment rate. In fact, unemployed youth numbered about 11.1 million in 2012.Youth unemployment and rural crime has been a threatening menace in Imo state. It is one of the major social problems facing the state. It leads to poverty and frustration and even aids uneven distribution of national wealth. it  also contributes to  low  productivity and lack of  economic growth  it  gradually contribute to  increase in the  level of  crime and other  anti-social behavior in Imo State. As a result  of  unemployment  the youth  engage on  different  rural  crimes like robbing  cars on roads, drug abuse and intake  of  marijuana, and  this motivates them to  unleash havoc on innocent villagers . Also, they go ahead to steal domestic animals and disrupt rural market in disguised theft. There are also  reported  cases of these  individuals raping  young innocent girls and  also  committing  incest  taboo and other  abominable  acts. Therefore it is pivotal that detail study be conducted to determine the contributing factors with the view to providing solution. 

1.3       PURPOSES OF   STUDY/OBJECTIVES
(i)           To determine the nature of youth unemployment in Imo state
(ii)          To provide a detail study on the nature of rural crime perpetrated by youth     in Imo State.
(iii)        To determine the effect of youth unemployment on rural crime in Imo state.
(iv)       To determine the strategies employed by the government in combating youth unemployment and rural crime in Imo state. 
(v)          To proffer solution and recommendation to the problems of youth unemployment and rural crime.
 


1.4       RESEARCH   QUESTIONS
(i)           What is the nature and level of youth unemployment in Imo state?
(ii)          What is the nature of rural crime perpetrated by youth in Imo state?
(iii)       What is the effect of youth unemployment on rural crime in Imo state? 
(iv)       What constitute the strategies adopted to eradicate youth unemployment and its effect on rural crimes in Imo state?
 







1.5       RESEARCH HYPOTHESES
1HO   The level of youth unemployment in Imo state is low
  Hi   The level of youth of unemployment in Imo state is high

2 HO The level of rural crime in imo state is low
   Hi The level of rural crime in imo state is high

3 HO The effect of Youth unemployment on rural crime in Imo state is low
   Hi    The effect of Youth unemployment on rural crime in Imo state is high




 
1.6    SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
[bookmark: _GoBack]This study shall provide a detail appraisal of the nature of youth unemployment, rural crimes and the effect of youth unemployment on rural crime in imo state. It shall also proffer the remedy adopted by the government to eradicate the menace of youth unemployment and rural crimes. The findings of this research work when published will assists the government, the corporate bodies, parents to take informed decisions concerning how to eradicate the scourge of youth unemployment and rural crime. Finally as a part of the sociological tradition, the study is expected to bring about the question, generate debates that ultimately induce further research, all of which is aimed at enriching our knowledge and provide guidelines, mechanisms for the government towards the formulation of effective and lasting policies that will help in curbing the problems of youth unemployment and rural crime and develop society like ours. 

